
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

2 November, 2011 – 2 December, 2011

Item 2: Visit from Commander MacGregor-Smith from Otterburn Camp: The Commander has asked for a few 
minutes as a follow up to his attendance at the November meeting.

Item 4a: Visit from PC Helen Spencer:  Following PC Spencer’s visit last month I have attempted to contact her for an 
update on a number of matters including her chat with Mrs Snaith regarding the drop-off location for the school bus in the 
village. As yet we have not spoken but I will update the meeting should I hear from her before Tuesday. Meantime I have 
learnt that PC Ian Robertson will be the neighbourhood officer for Otterburn, based in Bellingham. He has been on annual 
leave until 2 December however I have left my contact details for him to call me when he returns. 

Item 4b: Otterburn Festival – Future events: I have spoken to Mr Turnbull who advises me that a new website is being 
created by same contact who previously provided this and will be done free of charge. I am led to believe the website will be 
otterburnvillagefestival.co.uk and will be available very soon.  Meantime a survey will be undertaken on the old football field 
to ensure it is appropriate for requirements to hold the next festival. A meeting was held on 4 November and well attended. 
A good number of ideas for both fund raising as well as events at the festival were discussed.  The Festival committee are 
still looking for volunteers to assist both with the organising of the event as well as helping on the weekend.  Another 
meeting is due to be held on 20 January, 2012 and time, location will be communicated soon. Mr Turnbull advises me also 
that he has commitment from Northumberland National Park for donation towards the event.

Item 4c: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council – Update: I have received the ‘Transfer of execution’ 
relating to the footpath conveyance. I have been in touch with Cuthbertsons as the attached map has an incorrect scale and it 
has been agreed we can detail the dimensions on the attach plan. The document will require two signatures before I return it 
to Cuthbertsons. Meantime I am advised by Mr Carroll of Cuthbertsons that the deeds for ‘The Green’ at Willow Green 
have not as yet been received from Land Registry however will be forwarded to Parish Council as soon as they arrive.

Item 4d: Otterburn Hall footpaths - Update: A letter has been sent to Otterburn Hall solicitors regarding the footpaths 
on the estate.  In response to the recent solicitors letter the Parish Council on behalf of the residents have agreed to cede 
most of the central path. However the letter has detailed that the Parish Council requests recognition of the main route, 
outside path and the path round the upper lake.

Item 4e: Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within the Parish: The Parish Council has received two 
verbal applications for this position.  You will be asked to consider the next steps to recruiting someone to fill this role as 
well as identify the tasks that require attention. 

Item 4f: Millennium Green – maintenance: You be asked to consider what jobs are required in the short and long term in 
the Millennium Green and who could undertake these. 

Item 4g: Plans to keep footpath clear of snow in the winter: The Parish Council have still only received one quote so far 
as I have heard back from Alan Cowan who advises he will be unable to clear the footpaths.  Upon the recommendation of 
Cllr Riddle I have contacted Andy Rutherford at NCC to determine whether he may be able to assist in this matter. I also 
took the opportunity to seek assistance of clearance of any snow at the Otterburn School as well as highlight the poor state 
or repair of the Council Depot in the village. Whilst I have received an acknowledgment I await a detailed response. 

Item 4h: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: The PV2 survey has been undertaken by NCC in respect of 
the potential crossing near the Memorial Hall.  Mr Bell of NCC has advised that there was insufficient activity during this 
survey to warrant a crossing. You will be asked to consider what, if any, action should now be taken. I have not been able to 
catch up with Angie Robson yet regarding the petition but will update the meeting on Tuesday.

Item 4i: Damage to public conveniences in Village: I have agreement that NCC will provide duplicate keys of the public 
conveniences and you will be asked to consider what action the Parish Council can take in attempt to avoid further damage 
of the facilities.

Item 5b: Payment to HRMC of Parish Clerk income tax: Whilst the next quarterly payment is not due until January with 
there being no meeting that month you will asked to approve this payment.

Item 5c: 2011-12 finances review / forecast: I have provided the latest spend and forecast of finances to the end of the 
current financial year. You will be asked to consider any amendments that should be made to this forecast.

Item 5d: Precept for 2012-13: Referring to previous item I have been asked by NCC to provide the paperwork for the 
precept amount for the financial year 2012-13. You will be asked to consider the amount this should be set at.

Item 5e: Payment of an invoice to Clerks and Councils Direct: You will be asked to approve the payment of an invoice 
for annual subscription that is £12.00.

Item 5f: Payment of an invoice for Parish Council website – Spanglefish: You will be asked to approve the payment of 
an invoice for £24.95 for a further year subscription.
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Item 5g: Payment of invoice Remembrance wreath: You will be asked to approve the payment of an invoice for £18.00 
in relation to the Remembrance wreath. 

Item 5h: Payment of an invoice for hire of memorial hall: You will be asked to approve the payment of an invoice for 
£30.00 that relates to the hire of the room for the Parish Council meetings in September, November and December.

Item 5i: Payment of invoice to Jacksons for four pieces of wood:  Payment was made to Jacksons for £20.74 in respect 
of the wood to repair the damaged picnic tables in the Millennium Green.

Item 5j: Payment of invoice to BDO LLP regarding the Annual audit:  Payment was made to BDO LLP for £144.00 
for the annual financial audit.

Item 5k: Donation request from Memorial Hall:  You will be asked to consider a request for a donation of £500.00 to 
assist towards ongoing running costs of the Hall.

Item 6a: 11/02671/CCD: Installation of solar photovoltaic panels on school roof: Otterburn First School, 
Otterburn, NE19 1JF:  This planning application arrived shortly after the last meeting and required response before the end 
of November. Having shared the application with the Parish Council I have returned to NCC with confirmation that the 
application is fully supported by the Council.

Item 7a: Otterburn mobile library – consultation: I have received communication from NCC that a consultation will be 
happening very soon regarding the library. I am advised the plan is that from April 2012 the mobile library will be visiting the 
village on a fortnightly basis coming from Hexham instead of Alnwick where it is presently based. Whilst still to be 
confirmed the plan is to extend the book borrowing period from three to four weeks.

Item 7b: Digital TV – switch over information:  I have received details of the switch over that will be happening in the 
North East in September / October 2012.  I will make the details available on the Parish Council website as well as 
prominent places within the village.

Item 7c: Footpath opposite Carter Cottages:  You may have noticed that work has begun on the footpath opposite 
Carter Cottages.  It is believed the original Developer is undertaking the work whilst Cllr John Riddle is providing funds 
towards the development of the path that will link beyond the land to the grass covered footpath to the Mill

Martin Chilvers 2 December, 2011
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